In the last number of this Journal, I made some remarks as to the varieties under which cases of asthenic insanity seemed very naturally to range themselves. These varieties were as follows :? 1. Where mental disorder depends upon constitutional morbid modifications, which do not intrinsically progress towards a fatal result, and which are not irremediable.
2. Where mental disorder depends upon constitutional modifications of an irremediable nature.
A third variety was given," Where the complexion of the insanity, originally of another type, assumes an asthenic caste, in consequence of the supervention of some bodily disorder of a special kind." The suicidal tendency may be displayed in cases belonging to this variety also; but the interest attaching to cases of the third variety is found in the change of quality of the insanity. The asthenic quality of the insanity once established, its relation to the special manifestations are not peculiar.
A desire for self-destruction must be considered as symptomatic of great deficiency in that due regulation of the cerebral action which retains the working of the brain within the bounds of sanity. It is, indeed, often the final symptom which induces the relatives of the patient to remove him or her to the asylum ; and as the patient regains self-control, it is frequently, I may say in the majority of cases, the first to disappear.
In " From the same pencil, which represented the level of the extreme lower margin of the thorax, to the lower end of the sternum, the measurement was 6 inches. The chest was much flattened, the ribs being pressed downwards and backwards.
" The stomach and transverse colon must have been much pressed upon and impeded in the performance of their functions. A sketch of the skeleton of the thorax is appended (Fig. I.) 
